
Nestled on the dazzling Adriatic coast of Croatia lies a destination that has captured 

the hearts of travellers for centuries – Dubrovnik. With its rich history, stunning 

architecture, and breathtaking natural beauty, this enchanting city has rightfully 

earned its nickname as the “Pearl of the Adriatic”. 
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View of Old Town Dubrovnik

N
estled on the 

dazzling Adriatic 

coast of Croatia 

lies a destination 

that has captured the hearts of 

travellers for centuries – Dubrovnik. 

With its rich history, stunning 

architecture, and breathtaking 

natural beauty, this enchanting city 

has rightfully earned its nickname as 

the “Pearl of the Adriatic.” 

OLD TOWN DUBROVNIK

As you step into Dubrovnik’s Old 

Town, you will be transported back 

in time. Encircled by imposing stone 

walls that have stood for centuries, 

this UNESCO World Heritage site is a 

testament to the city’s rich history. The 

well-preserved medieval architecture, 

with its red-tiled rooftops and narrow 

cobblestone streets, is a sight to 

behold. The magnificent Pile Gate, 

one of the main entrances to the Old 

Town, welcomes you with its grand 

archway, setting the stage for the 

historical wonders within.

Dubrovnik’s city walls are 

arguably its most iconic feature. 

Stretching over 1.2 miles, these walls 

offer a panoramic view of the city 

and the Adriatic Sea. A leisurely stroll 

along the walls provides a unique 

perspective of the city’s layout, from 

its charming streets to terracotta 

rooftops. The views from here are 

incredibly mesmerising during sunset, 

when the golden light bathes the city 

in a warm, ethereal glow.

CULTURAL TREASURES

To truly understand Dubrovnik’s 

history, visit the Rector’s Palace and 

Sponza Palace. The Rector’s Palace, 

a Gothic-Renaissance masterpiece, 

was once the seat of the city’s 

government. Explore its elegant 

halls and chambers, which house 

a fascinating museum filled with 

historical artefacts. Nearby, Sponza 

Palace is a fine example of Venetian 

architecture and serves as the 

State Archives. Here, you can delve 

deeper into the city’s past through 

documents, manuscripts, and old 

maps.

Dubrovnik boasts several 

remarkable churches that showcase 

its religious and architectural 

heritage. The Church of St. Blaise, 

dedicated to the city’s patron saint, is 

a Baroque gem adorned with stunning 

artwork. The Dubrovnik Cathedral, 

with its intricate facade, houses a 

treasury filled with religious relics. 

For a quieter, reflective experience, 

visit the Franciscan Monastery and 

its serene abbey, home to one of the 

oldest pharmacies in Europe.
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Šulić Beach, Dubrovnik (by Cat Bassano)

NATURE’S BEAUTY
When the city’s vibrant streets 

beckon you to explore nature’s 

wonders, take a short boat ride to the 

nearby islands. Lokrum, a lush oasis, 

offers botanical gardens, hidden 

coves, and the mystical Dead Sea, a 

saltwater lake surrounded by legends. 

The Elafiti Islands, a group of several 

islands, are an idyllic escape for sun-

seekers and adventure enthusiasts, 

with hiking, swimming, and island-

hopping opportunities.

Dubrovnik’s coastline is renowned 

for its crystal-clear waters and 

hidden coves. Banje Beach, located 

just a stone’s throw from the Old 

Town, is perfect for sunbathing 

and swimming. Adventurous souls 

can explore the underwater world 

through snorkelling or scuba diving 

excursions, discovering vibrant 

marine life and ancient shipwrecks 

beneath the waves.

CULINARY DELIGHTS

Croatian cuisine is deeply 

influenced by its coastal location, 

and Dubrovnik is no exception. 

Seafood lovers will be in paradise, as 

the city offers a delectable array of 

dishes featuring the freshest catches 

from the Adriatic. Don’t miss trying 

“brudet,” a hearty fish stew, or “black 

risotto,” made with squid ink. Pair 

your meal with a glass of local wine, 

such as the famous Dingač red wine.

For an authentic culinary 

experience, wander through the 

bustling Gundulić Square Market. 

Here, you can sample local cheeses, 

olives, and fruits. Vendors offer an 

array of spices and herbs, perfect for 

recreating the flavours of Dubrovnik 

in your own kitchen. Be sure to savour 

the candied orange peel, a sweet 

treat beloved by locals.
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Dubrovnik Summer Festival

If you have the opportunity to 

visit Dubrovnik during the summer 

months, you’re in for a treat. The 

Dubrovnik Summer Festival, held 

from July to August, transforms the 

city into a cultural hub. The streets, 

squares, and historic venues come 

alive with music, theatre, and dance 

performances. This festival is a 

testament to the city’s commitment 

to preserving and sharing its cultural 

heritage with the world.

Dubrovnik, Croatia, is a 

destination that seamlessly blends 

history, culture, and natural beauty 

into a breathtaking tapestry. From its 

ancient city walls to its picturesque 

islands and mouthwatering cuisine, 

Dubrovnik offers an unforgettable 

experience for travellers of all 

interests. Whether you’re a history 

buff, a nature enthusiast, or a food 

lover, Dubrovnik’s charms are sure to 

captivate your heart and leave you 

with lasting memories of this jewel of 

the Adriatic. So, pack your bags, and 

embark on a journey to Dubrovnik, 

where the past meets the present, 

and beauty awaits at every turn. 

Cable Car above Old Town Dubrovnik (by Getty)
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