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F
rom the first Falcon 
1’s shaky start in 2006 
to a 2023 calendar 
packed with more 

launches than most can count, SpaceX 
has turned the slow grind of aerospace 
into a high-octane sprint. It’s not just 
about getting to orbit; it’s about doing it 
faster, cheaper, and bolder than anyone 
dreamt possible – like reusable rockets 
landing upright while competitors were 
still sketching blueprints. 

Today, they’re churning out Starships 
and slinging Starlink satellites into the 
void, all while eyeing Mars as the next 
pit stop. These images – fiery launches 

piercing the dusk, engineers hustling 

under tight deadlines, spacecraft 

gleaming against the infinite black – 

tell a story of pace meeting purpose. 

Musk’s mantra of “fail fast, learn 

faster” fuels a team that iterates at 

warp speed, turning yesterday’s sci-fi 

into tomorrow’s headlines. Buckle up, 

because SpaceX isn’t slowing down 

– and neither should you as you flip 

through this galactic rush. 

What you’re about to see isn’t just a 

company at work; it’s ambition hitting 

the accelerator, leaving Earth in the 

dust. 

SpaceX doesn’t just launch rockets – they launch revolutions. In less than two 

decades, Elon Musk’s brainchild has blasted from a scrappy startup to a cosmic 

powerhouse, outpacing giants with a relentless drive that’s as thrilling as the 

rides they send skyward. This photo essay captures that velocity – the sheer, 

audacious speed of ambition that’s redefined space travel. 

THE SPEED
OF AMBITION

SpaceX’s Race to Rewrite the Stars
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by bernie hellberg jr / photography by spacex.com

Starship Booster Return on Final Approach (by Steve Jurvetson)
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Intelsat IS-40e Mission
- April 2023

NASA Crew-5 Mission  
- October 2022
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TURKSAT 5A Mission

Falcon Heavy Demo 
Mission Carrying a  
Tesla Roadster
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SpaceX’s Falcon 9 Rocket - 14 July 2014
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