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Inside Tanzania’s Mandhari Lodge

Perched along the dramatic edge of Tanzania’s Great Rift Valley, Mandhari
Lodge is not merely a waypoint, it is a thoughtful expression of place. Here,
sweeping views over Lake Manyara meet a philosophy of harmony: of people
with nature, and tradition with simplicity. There are no fences, no artificial
boundaries - only the unfiltered rhythm of the wild, flowing in and out of the
lodge as naturally as the wind over the escarpment.

Mandhari
retreat

anzania’s
Lodge
defined not by
grandeur, but by quiet
conviction. At Mandhari, authenticity is not

is a

a buzzword; it is built into every sunrise,
every shared smile, every pawprint left in
the dust. It is a place where luxury bows
to landscape, and where the spirit of East
Africa greets each guest with grace and
genuine warmth.

LIVING WITHOUT FENCES

Perched high on the Great Rift
Mandhari Lodge
breathtaking views of Lake
Manyara and the village of Mto wa

Valley escarpment,
offers

Mbu below. Its design is a harmonious
blend of open living and environmental
with
restrict the movement of wildlife. This

consciousness, no fencing to
choice reflects the lodge’s underlying
philosophy: animals and humans should
coexist freely. This principle is not just
theoretical; it is lived every day. A week
a cheetah strolled

before our visit,
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through the camp - or perhaps a
leopard. During our stay, olive baboons
briefly appeared,
the delicate balance between human
habitation and wildlife.

The lack of barriers places greater
responsibility on the lodge’s security
team, whose alertness ensures guests

reminding us of

feel safe while respecting the natural
order. The staff,
renowned for their knowledge of the

primarily Maasai

land and its creatures, are integral to
maintaining this balance.

COMMUNITY IN EVERY CORNER

Mandhari than
just a retreat; it is a cornerstone of
lodge
village,

Lodge is more
community development. The
actively supports the
creating employment opportunities and

local

fostering a sense of shared purpose.
This commitment extends to the guest
experience, where every aspect of the
lodge’s operation reflects a respect for
the people and traditions of the area.
The staff, all male, exude a warm,
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inquisitive Tanzanian spirit. Their deep
sense of service is palpable, from
the attention given to daily tasks like
washing and ironing to the effort poured
into ensuring guests feel at home. The
Maasai team members, with their rich
heritage,

cultural provide a unique

connection to the land and its stories.

SIMPLISTIC YET ADEQUATE
ACCOMMODATION

The lodge’'s accommodation is
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deliberately

simplistic,
encouraging visitors to focus on the

intentionally

surrounding environment. Rooms are
comfortable and practical, providing all
the essentials without detracting from
the natural beauty outside. The open
living spaces invite guests to immerse
themselves in the sights and sounds of
the Serengeti.
Evenings at Mandhari are
particularly enchanting. Before dinner,
guests gather around the fire pit,
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sharing stories under a canopy of
stars. This communal ritual highlights
the lodge’s emphasis on connection
with nature, fellow travellers, and the
local community.

FLAVOUR AND FOOTPRINTS

Mandhari Lodge takes pride in its
culinary offerings, strongly emphasising
fresh produce. Fruits and vegetables
highlight, providing
flavours complementing the

vibrant
lodge’s
sustainability ethos. The lodge prepares

are a

thoughtful food packs for excursions,
ensuring that guests exploring the
Ngorongoro Crater or enjoying a picnic
by Lake Manyara are well-fed.

Meals celebrate local ingredients,
skilfully prepared to satisfy both the
palate and the spirit. The simplicity of the
food mirrors the lodge’s overall approach:
unpretentious yet deeply satisfying.

Mandhari Lodge is also ideally located
for those exploring Tanzania’s renowned
wildlife. The lodge is a day trip from Lake

Manyara and Ngorongoro Crater, making

it a perfect base for game drives and

exploration. These iconic locations allow
visitors to witness Africa’s diverse wildlife
in its natural habitat. Whether you're
traversing the crater floor, spotting the
“Big Five,” or soaking in the stunning
landscapes of Lake Manyara, Mandhari
provides a tranquil retreat to return to
after a day of adventure.

For these longer outings, guests
are provided with a thoughtfully
prepared picnic food package,
ensuring they are well-equipped for a
full day of exploration.

A STOP WORTH REMEMBERING

Mandhari
Lodge, the journey is made even more

For those arriving at

memorable by a halfway stop at a vibrant
curio shop. This stopover offers a chance
to explore Tanzanite jewellery, admire
the work of local artists, and enjoy a cup
of coffee. It's a delightful interlude that
introduces visitors to the creativity and
craftsmanship of Tanzania.
The story of Mandhari Lodge is
beautifully captured in a coffee table
book Naseeb

about its founders,

Mfinanga and Donna Duggan. Their
vision of creating a space that bridges
luxury and authenticity is evident in
every detail of the lodge, as with the
rest of their property portfolio of Nasikia
Camps. Their philosophy of harmonious
coexistence with nature is not just an
ideal but a reality that permeates every
aspect of the Mandhari experience.
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A PLACE OF UNFORGETTABLE
MEMORIES

Mandhari Lodge is a destination
that invites you to pause, reflect, and
connect. Whether you are watching
baboons amble through the camp,
enjoying the warmth of a fire pit under
the African sky, or savouring the fresh
flavours of Tanzanian cuisine, every
moment at Mandhari feels imbued with

purpose and grace.

As we left the lodge, the words of
one staff member stayed with us: “Here,
animals and humans live free together.”
It is a simple yet profound reminder of
the interconnectedness of life, a lesson
we will carry with us long after our visit.

Visit  www.nasikiacamps.com  to
book your Tanzanian safari. ®

—— 2025/ editiontwo ——

39



