
MOTORING

T
he Japan Mobility 

Show has always 

been a canvas for 

imagination, but this 

year’s event felt notably grounded. The 

2025 edition abandoned the extravagant, 

offering instead a study in innovation 

and measured design. Global automotive 

giants used the occasion to articulate a 

collective vision for refined, sustainable 

mobility. The underlying message was 

unmistakable: the definition of luxury, 

performance, and desirability is evolving, 

led by intelligence, craftsmanship, and 

restraint. This is Japan in quiet command 

of the conversation, steering the future 

with deliberation.

A NEW EXPRESSION OF LUXURY
Century
Toyota’s decision to elevate the 

Century from model to marque marks a 
decisive shift in Japan’s luxury landscape. 
Now positioned as an independent 
brand, Century will focus on limited-
production, hand-crafted vehicles 

that embody the highest traditions 

of Japanese refinement. Expect 

silk-smooth drivetrains, impeccable 

tailoring, and quiet exclusivity. This 

strategic repositioning enables Toyota 

to operate at the cutting edge of the 

luxury market, while allowing Lexus to 

pursue innovation elsewhere. Century 

thus becomes more than a car – it is a 

cultural ambassador for the Japanese 

way of perfection.

NOSTALGIA, REFRAMED
Honda Prelude
Honda’s revival of the Prelude name 

is an exercise in memory and modernity. 

The compact, electrified coupe channels 

the spirit of its predecessors while 

speaking fluently to contemporary values 

of efficiency and lightness. Its proportions 

are athletic yet unpretentious, its focus 

purely on the driver. The Prelude’s 

significance lies less in its numbers than 

in its intent: to remind the motoring 

world that connection and control still 

matter in an era increasingly defined by 

automation. It is, in essence, a love letter 

to the art of driving.

The Quiet Revolution of  the 2025 Japan Mobility Show

At this year’s Japan Mobility Show, futurism met restraint in a display 

that favoured substance over spectacle. The world’s most disciplined 

carmakers revealed a new kind of ambition – one defined by space, 

silence, and craftsmanship rather than speed alone. Concepts were not 

designed merely to dazzle but to articulate how Japanese ingenuity 

is shaping the next era of mobility, where progress feels deliberate, 

measured, and beautifully human.

BEYOND
IMAGINATION
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THE ARCHITECTURE OF CALM
Lexus LS Concept
The Lexus LS Concept reinterprets the 

essence of flagship motoring with a daring 
six-wheel configuration that prioritises 
interior space over speed. Conceived as a 
luxury minivan rather than a limousine, it 
embodies Lexus’ belief that true opulence 
lies in the quality of space, not the quantity 
of power. Within its six-seat cabin, the 
ambience is meditative – soft illumination, 
curated textures, and near-silent mobility. 
The LS badge here stands for “Luxury 
Space”, marking a philosophical shift 
towards serenity as the new measure of 
prestige. This is not a prototype bound 
for production, but a manifesto for the 
future of Lexus design – one where travel 
becomes ritual rather than routine.

REFINEMENT WITH FAMILIAR ROOTS
Toyota RAV4
A long-standing cornerstone of 

Toyota’s success in South Africa, the 
RAV4 enters its next generation with a 
poised and purposeful redesign. Due to be 
locally introduced in the second quarter of 
2026, the new model borrows aesthetic 
cues from Lexus, featuring sharper lines, 
richer surfaces, and a greater sense of 
sophistication. Hybrid and plug-in hybrid 
powertrains underscore Toyota’s continued 
commitment to accessible electrification, 
while the cabin’s updated materials and 
technology signal a subtle elevation of 
character. The RAV4’s evolution is not 
about reinvention; it is about maturity – a 
compact SUV that wears its reliability with 
new polish and quiet confidence.

Century One of  One
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CIVILITY MEETS STRENGTH
Nissan Patrol
The latest Nissan Patrol continues 

to project authority but does so with 

newfound finesse. The design remains 

unmistakably rugged, yet its character has 

softened where it counts: in refinement, 

ride comfort, and cabin ambience. Richer 

materials, quieter acoustics, and an intuitive 

digital interface mark a shift towards 

sophistication without compromise 

to capability. Beneath the surface, 

improvements to noise suppression 

and chassis tuning make the Patrol as 

composed on the boulevard as it is on 

the trail. It is a study in evolution through 

restraint – power tempered by grace.

THE ART OF RELEVANCE
Toyota Corolla Concept
The Corolla Concept stands as a 

reminder that ubiquity need not equate 

to ordinariness. Its taut proportions 

and expressive stance hint at a more 

emotionally resonant direction for 

Toyota’s best-known nameplate. 

Inside, there is tangible progress in 

ergonomics and craftsmanship, with 

materials and interfaces more akin 

to those of its premium siblings. It 

represents Toyota’s intent to re-infuse 

its global bestseller with desire as well 

as traditional dependability – proof 

that even the most familiar ideas can 

still surprise and delight.

LS (Lexus Space) Concept

Honda Prelude Toyota Corolla Concept
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BEAUTY IN SIMPLICITY
Mazda Vision X-Coupé Concept
Mazda continues to refine the 

relationship between form and emotion, 
and the Vision X-Coupé Concept might 
be its most eloquent statement yet. The 
minimalist exterior surfaces exude quiet 
confidence, while the interior prioritises 
tactile connection over digital distraction. 
Mazda’s engineers speak of “human-
machine harmony”, and this concept 
delivers exactly that: purity, proportion, 
and purpose, executed with the grace 
of a master craftsman. In a world of 
sensory overload, the Vision X-Coupé is 
a masterclass in restraint. 

by bernie hellberg jr

LS (Lexus Space) Concept

Nissan Patrol
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