GO THERE

RICHARD CARSTENS JOINS LA PETITE FERME

La Petite Ferme has appointed
acclaimed  South  African  chef
Richard Carstens as its new Head
Chef. Joining the Franschhoek estate
in March 2026, Carstens brings
decades of fine dining experience and
a modern French culinary philosophy
rooted in seasonal, locally sourced
ingredients. Formerly Chef Patron
at Arkeste, he earned South Africa’s
highest Eat Out Three Star accolade

leadership roles at Tokara, Lynton
Hall and Le Provencal. Founded in
1984, La Petite Ferme has grown
into one of the Cape Winelands’
premier luxury destinations, known
for its boutique hotel, award-winning
wines, and panoramic views of
the Franschhoek Valley. Carstens’
inaugural menu is paired with the
estate’s wines and inspired by the
surrounding Winelands.

in 2023. His career also includes www.lapetiteferme.co.za

THE PULSE OF THE
MOTHER CITY

In Cape Town, location isn't just a
convenience; it's the heartbeat of your
stay. Pullman Cape Town City Centre
sits where the business district’s energy
meets the city’s creative soul. Step out,
and you're immediately on Bree Street,
the local go-to for wine bars and the
kind of restaurants that define the city’s
food scene. A few blocks over, the bright,
cobbled lanes of Bo-Kaap offer a quieter,
historic contrast. With a shuttle linking
you to the V&A Waterfront and Table
Mountain framing the horizon, the logistics
fall away. It's a seamless base that puts
the best of the Cape within easy reach.
www.pullmancapetown.com

WINELANDS FAMILY RESORT REBORN

Discover a fresh winelands escape at the newly renovated
Val du Charron Wine & Leisure Estate in Wellington’s
picturesque Bovlei Valley. Just under an hour from Cape
Town and perfect for Gauteng families seeking a Cape
holiday with a difference, this family-owned gem now
boasts 40 luxurious, spacious guesthouse rooms - many
with mountain views overlooking a sparkling new giant
pool, a baja deck, and a cosy Boma Bar with fire pit.
Kids can run wild while parents relax with wine tastings,
long, lazy lunches at The Grillroom’s carnivore-friendly
menu, or Pizza Vista's family pizzeria with a splash pad,
play centre, and child-friendly menu. Wide-open spaces
invite walks and mountain biking amid vineyards. Book
your family escape now at www.vdcwines.co.za, or call
+27 21873 1256. Member of Cape Country Routes.
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